Library, AAUW Focus
On Eleanor Roosevelt

POTSDAM - Eleanor Roos-
eveltwasbornon Oct. 11, 1884,
The former First Lady is hon-
ored and recognized through-
out the world as an icon of de-
mocracy. One of her greatest
achievements was promoting
and securing the adoption by
the UN General Assembly of
The Declaration of Human
Rights on Dec. 10, 1948.

Throughout her life, she
tirelessly championed the
rights of the poor, the needy
and the ever-growing number
of refugees. She chronicled her
ongoing work in her My Day
newspaper columns which
she wrote six days a week from
1938 to 1962.

Since 2012, the United Na-
tions has marked Eleanor
Roosevelt’s birth date as the
“International Day of the Girl
Child.” The day promotes girls’
human rights, highlights gen-
der inequalities that remain
between girls and boys and
addresses the various forms
of discrimination and abuse
suffered by girls around the
world. The 2014 theme is “Em-
powering adolescent girls:
Ending the cycle of violence.”

The Potsdam Public Library,
in collaboration with AAUW-
St. Lawrence County, will be
exploring the impact of Mrs.
Roosevelt and her friends in
a Family Reading and Dis-
cussion Group for students
in fourth to sixth grade. Last
spring’s successful Together
Book Talks was the inspiration
for a second series with a focus
on the iconic First Lady whose
impact still reverberates on so-
ciety more than 50 years after
her death.

“The Potsdam Public Li-
brary received a grant from
the New York Council for the
o ities to host a Fam-
| % Reading and Discussion
Group for 2014-15, begmmng
Sunday, Oct. 19 at 2 p.m.,’

and encnuragcmcnt of f
we successfully applied fﬂr a
special grant to fund the pro-
gram.”

“Both mmanddaughter
Katie and | y enjoyed the
first Book Talks led by Sarah
and Libbie Freed, a history
professor at SUNY Potsdam,”
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READING GROUP - Eleanor Roosevelt and Friends
(Amelia Earhart and Marian Anderson) are the focus
of the new Family Reading and Discussion Group, co-
sponsored by the Potsdam Public Library and AAUW-St.
Lawrence County, funded by a grant from the New York
Council for the Humanities. (Seymour Photo)

AAUW-St. Lawrence County
Communication Chair Donna
Seymour said. “At the AAUW-
NYS summer meeting, [
learned more about a program
by Joan Monk called Embrac-
ing Eleanor in the 21st Century
that morphed in The WILD
Women Project (Women in
Leadership Development).”

Learn more about that proj-
ect at www.aauw-nys.org/
attached%20files/Embrac-
ing%20Eleanor/EMBRAC-
ING%20LEADERSHIP-flyer6.
pdf

Among other resources was
a group of children’s books fo-
cusing on Eleanor Roosevelt
and many of her contempo-
raries, who all had an impor-
tant impact on American soci-
ety during the 1930s and '40's
as First Lady.

*It immediately occurred
to me to bring this idea back
home to the library to see if we
could design another reading-

discussion group,” Seymour

said.

What malrm ﬂ'us pmjea:t s0
g, Sl

dewv elupmem pmennal and
she surrounded herself with
the kinds of people who were
ready to illustrate her commit-
ment to women, the disadvan-
taged, leadership and the fu-
ture, and who would become
leaders in their own right by

her example.”

Seymour agreed. “I love the
idea that today’s girls and boys
still have so much to learn from
women who were shattering |
glass ceilings long before we'd |
ever heard of that concept. El- |
eanor's legacy lives on today |
because there is still so much |
work to be done and so many |
young lives to be transformed '
by the power of her words,
deeds and example.”

Sachs has chosen books that |
include a mixture of picture |
books and nonfiction texts to |
explore the influence of this .
famous First Lady, particu- .
larly on pioneers like Amelia |
Earhart and Marian Ander-
son. The five books will be
discussed over five months: '
Oct. 19, Nov. 16, Dec. 14, Jan. |
18 and Feb. 22, all from 2-3:30 ;
p.m.

For more information andi
to register, contact Sachs at .
315-265-7230 or ssachs@;
potsdamlibrary.org. The pro- |
gram, led by Sachs and Freed, |
is designed to include both |

tudents and an adult fam-

er 10 7l H
nd discussion circle. |
Membership in the 5t. Law-
rence County Branch, found- |
ed in 1927, is open to anyone |
who supports the mission uf
AAUW: Advancing equity for
women and girls through ad- |
vocacy, education, phﬂan-.
thropy and research. .
]



